
Library research 
Contact: Melanee Vicedo, vicedo@usc.edu  

USC Libraries’ Website:   http://www.usc.edu/libraries/  

QUICK SEARCH:  Allows you to search the majority of the USC Libraries’ print and digital collections all at the 
same time when Everything is selected (as it is below). You can also limit your search to only books or only 
articles by selecting those options above the search box:  

 
  

1) FINDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION & TOPIC OVERVIEWS 
Limit your results to “Reference” by checking the Content Type  
box on the left side of the Quick Search results page.  

 
2)FINDING BOOKS – You can select Books above the Quick Search box  
on the homepage or you can limit to “Book/eBook” by checking the  
box using the Content Type options on the left side of the results  
page. 
 
3) FINDING SPECIFIC PUBLICATIONS, such as the Journal of Social  
Work - Select “Journals” above the Quick Search  
box on the homepage and then type the title of the publication.  
 

4) FINDING SCHOLARLY JOURNAL ARTICLES – Limit to articles  
from scholarly publications, including peer-review and articles  
from peer-reviewed publications using the ”Refine your Search”  
checkboxes on the upper left side of the results page.  

 

5) HOW TO FIND A SPECIFIC LIBRARY DATABASE – like PyscINFO or  

Mental Measurement Yearbook:  
Enter the title of the database in the search box once you’ve selected Databases above the Quick Search box on 
the homepage.   **If you search for a database by name when Everything is selected you will get articles and 
reviews written about that database instead of gaining access to the database.  
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